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Work at Issue: ___________________________________________________________ 
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Recipient of Work:  ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Creator/Author:  ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Domestic Use and Distribution 
 
Works (articles, reports, speeches, software, etc.) created by U.S. Government employees are not 
subject to copyright in the United States, pursuant to 17 U.S.C. § 105.  Accordingly, no 
permission is required, as there is no copyright to either assign or license.  Therefore, the 
Department of Commerce has no objection to the use and/or reproduction and distribution of 
such works within the United States. 
 
International Copyright 
 
The Commerce Department reserves the right to assert copyright protection internationally, 
however.  To this end, the Department of Commerce hereby grants to the Recipient a royalty-
free, nonexclusive license to reproduce and disseminate the Work in all media outside of the 
United States.  Works to be published and/or distributed overseas should bear the following 
notice: “International copyright, [year], U.S. Department of Commerce, U.S. Government.” 
 
Attribution and Disclaimer of Copyright 
 
The Department of Commerce requests that proper attribution is given as to the source of the 
Work.  Therefore, the name of the creator/author of the Work, and the name of the agency should 
be identified in any publication of the Work.  Furthermore, third-parties that wish to make use of 
U.S. Government works should be aware of the provisions of 17 U.S.C. § 403, in the event that 
the third-party claims copyright on the subsequent work.  Section 403 encourages the Publisher 
to disclaim any copyright over U.S. Government works that are incorporated into larger works 
on which copyright is claimed. 
 
Complimentary Copy of Resulting Work 
 
The Department of Commerce further requests, but does not require, that a complimentary copy 
of any publication of the resulting work be provided to the Department for its use. 
 
 
 
 



Good Faith Use, Not to Discredit the DOC 
 
In agreement, for use of the Work by [Insert Agency where employee works], [Insert recipient 
of work] agrees to make a good faith effort to use the Work in a way that does not cause damage, 
harm or embarrassment upon the [Insert Agency where employee works] or the U.S. Department 
of Commerce. 
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Date:  ___________________ 
 


